
 

Gates and Chasms 
‘The Bible is a record of people’s experience of God’s self-revelation, written by people trying 
to listen to God. We know that humans always see “through a glass darkly and all knowledge 
is imperfect” (1 Cor 13:12). More than telling us exactly what to see in the Scriptures, Jesus 
taught us how to see, what to emphasise and also what could be de-emphasised or ig-
nored. Beyond fundamentalism or literalism, Jesus practised a form that the Jewish people 
called midrash, consistently using questions to keep spiritual meanings open, often reflecting 
on a text; or he would reply to people’s questions with more questions. It is a real shame that 
we did not imitate Jesus in this approach. It could have saved us from so many centuries of 
righteousness and religious violence. Rather than seeking always certain and unchanging 
answers, the Jewish practice of midrash allows many possibilities, many levels of faith-filled 
meaning that is relevant and applicable to you, the reader, and puts you in the subject’s 
shoes to build empathy, understanding, and relationship. It lets the passage first chal-
lenge you before it challenges anyone else. To use the text in a spiritual way—as Jesus did—is 
to allow it to convert you, to change you, to grow you up as you ask: What does this ask of 
me? How might this apply to my life, to my family, to my church, to my neighbourhood, to 
my country?’ [1] 

‘At some point in our lives we have probably all been both the rich man and Lazarus. Today’s 
gospel is asking us to acknowledge and deal with the gates and chasms that separate us from 
each other. The gate that becomes a chasm always exists within us before it exists between 
us. It is a condition of the human heart. Today we are being invited to examine our hearts to 
find the gates that separate us from ourselves, our neighbours, our enemies, those we love, 
and ultimately God: gates of fear, anger, greed, pride, prejudice, loneliness, sorrow, addic-
tion, busyness, indifference, apathy, hurt, resentment, envy. Gates destroy relationships. But 
every time we see and treat one another as created in the image and likeness of God, gates 
are opened and chasms are filled. Christ’s love, mercy, grace and presence make it possible 
for us to open our gates and ensure they do not become chasms. He is the image of our 
opened gates and our filled chasms, the image of who we most truly are and who we are to 
become.’[2]     Adapted: [1] Richard Rohr   [2] Michael Marsh 
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    Last Weekend: Attendance: 55  Offertory: £95.00.    

   Thank you for your generosity. 
   

Masses received this week: Bill York.       

      
   

WINGS 'Smile Train' donation 
WINGS have been supportive of 'the Smile Train', a charity provides treatment and 
transforming free surgery for many impoverished children born with a cleft, for well over 
15 years now and we have provided finance to give smiles and second chances in life to 
many boys and girls that would otherwise have had very different lives. I am very 
pleased therefore to announce that WINGS have made a further donation of £600.00 in 
August. Thank you to all in our community for the amazing donations and continued 
prayer and support to WINGS - John Scarborough. 
    

Mount Everest - Base Camp Trek 
Rachel Hesketh (in our choir band) will be setting off in October to complete her  
ambition of trekking to Mount Everest Base Camp! This arduous 130km plus journey 
involves very high peak climbing and plenty of stamina!  Rachel is asking for sponsorship 
from the Holy Family congregation and beyond for WINGS, to specifically provide sup-
port to Nymbani Children's Home, a place of hope and happiness where over 1,000 plus 
children affected by HIV/Aids can live in a family environment with education and be 
provided with sponsorship programmes. Please can you sponsor Rachel to help Nyumba-
ni by just going onto her 'Just Giving Sponsorship’ page:  
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/rachel-hesketh-everest base-camp or alterna-
tively you can simply sponsor her in person by signing her ‘Sponsorship Form’. 
    

The Season of Creation  
During the Season of Creation, we join all our Christian brothers and sisters in prayer 
and action for our planet. Christians worldwide have embraced this season as part of 
their annual calendar. The season runs until 4th Oct, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, 
patron saint of ecology.   
   

Ruth’s Metanoia Appeal 
for people who are homeless.  Thank you for all your generous donations.  
 
       

”Messy Church” 
In St. Clare’s Church hall on Saturday 1st October, 1030-3.00pm.   Come and enjoy an 
afternoon of activities, games and bible stories.  All ages and denominations welcome. 
 

Education Mass 
The annual Mass in our Cathedral in Lancaster is on Friday 7th October at 6:30 pm.  
All those involved in education and faith formation; priests, deacons, catechists, 
youth ministry, children’s liturgy, those in seminary and teachers outside of the 
Catholic sector are invited.  The celebration gives us the opportunity to express our 
thanks and acknowledge the contribution made by all those in the Diocese involved 
in the work of education and formation in the faith.  
   

Escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland,  
On 26th September 2022.  £699.00 per person sharing.  Price includes return flight, 
4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full board.  All entertainment and excursions 
included. Day trips to Westport, Ballintubber Abbey, Croagh Patrick, Fr. Peyton Cen-
tre & National Museum.  Single supplement £100.00.  Contact Patricia on 01268 762 
278 or 07740 175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.   
 

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 24th September 2022 

   PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 We pray for the sick, and the elderly, especially Harold Slack, Ray Mannion, Maya, Trevor 
Hughes, Vera, Claire, Patsy Jarvis, David Tyers.  

  We pray for those who have died recently: Winifred Dorothy Smith, Frank Stanton, Nor-
man Abram;    

and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Thomas Flynn, Winifred Pearson,   
Bill Craig, Henry Cross, Sarah Jane Moulding, Tessa Smith, Fr. Peter Dolan’s Dad, Sheila 
Morris, John Hodkinson, Albert Tierney, Antonia Baines, Agnes Wilson, Ada Jan, Robert 
Swarbrick, George Fisher, Evelyn Jenkins, Gina LaValle.    May they rest in peace.    

  —————————–———————-———————————-——— 
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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

Collection for Bishop’s Administration 

Mon 9.15am St. Ant Kathleen Morton  

Tue 9.15am St. Ant Jack Kilshaw Feast: St. Vincent de Paul 

Wed 9.15am St. Ant For our parish  

Thur 9.15am 

      11.15am 

H.Family  

St. Ant 

St. Ant 

Norman Abram 

Funeral Service: Norman Abram 

Feast: Ss Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 

Fri  10.00am  St. Ant  

St. Ant  

Funeral Mass: Frank Stanton 

Wedd Service  Merrifield/Mercer 

Feast: St. Jerome 

Sat  6.00pm St. Ant Pauline Farmer Feast: St Therese of Child Jesus 
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St. Ant 
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Aaron Junior Worgan 

Bill York 
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 Sat  6.00pm St. Ant Peter Hothersall  


